Introduction
Organotin(IV) carboxylates have been found to show a variety of interesting molecular architectures [1, 2] . The construction of multidimensional architectures depends on the combination of several factors including the type of organic ligands, tin-R groups, tin coordination geometry preferences and metal-to-ligand molar ratio. The self-assembly of organotin(IV) complexed Schiff bases containing the amino acetate moiety is particularly attractive, since it can be accomplished in one-pot reactions, and the complexes have attracted much interest owing to their novel structural possibilities and therapeutic activity [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] . Recent reports on the structures of such complexes [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] show that Schiff base-amino acid systems are 
Experimental Section

Materials and measurement
Triphenyltin chloride (Fluka AG) and glycine (Aldrich) were used as received. Various pre-
benzaldehyde and 2-hydroxy-5-[(E)-(4-methylphenyl)diazenyl]benzaldehyde were prepared by reacting the appropriate aryldiazonium chloride with salicylaldehyde by a previously reported method [15, 16] and the purities were established by their characterization and spectroscopic data prior to use. The solvents used in the reactions were of AR grade and dried using standard literature procedures.
Physical Measurements
Carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen analyses were performed with a Perkin Elmer 2400 series II instrument. IR spectra in the range 4000-400 cm -1 were obtained on a BOMEM DA-8 FT-IR spectrophotometer with samples investigated as KBr discs. The 1 H-, 13 C-and 119 Sn-NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AMX 400 spectrometer and measured at 400.13, 100.62 and 149.18 The other potassium salts ( Fig.1 
Synthesis of the triphenyltin(IV) complexes
Ph 3 SnL 1 H (1)
A warm solution of Ph 3 SnCl (0.58 g, 1.50 mmol) in anhydrous methanol (ca. 20 ml) was added drop-wise to a warm solution of L 1 HK (0.52 g, 1.55 mmol) in anhydrous methanol (ca. 30 ml) under stirring conditions. The reaction mixture was stirred for 8 h at an ambient temperature, then filtered and the filtrate was then evaporated to dryness and the residue was dried in vacuo.
The dried mass was washed thoroughly with petroleum ether, dried in vacuo, extracted in benzene and filtered while hot. The filtrate upon concentration afforded orange colour product which was dried in vacuo. The dried mass was re-crystallized from benzene which deposited (4) were prepared in the same manner as described for 1 by using Ph 3 SnCl and appropriate LHK.
Ph 3 SnL 2 H (2)
Orange crystalline materials of compound 2 were obtained from ethanol in 57 % yield. 
Crystal Structure Determination
Orange crystals of compound (1) suitable for an X-ray crystal-structure determination were obtained from a benzene solution of the compound. Measurements were made using graphitemonochromated Mo Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) with a Nonius KappaCCD diffractometer [17] and an Oxford Cryosystems Cryostream 700 cooler. Data reduction was performed with HKL Denzo and Scalepack [18] . The intensities were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects, and an absorption correction based on the multi-scan method [19] was applied. The space group was uniquely determined by the systematic absences. Equivalent reflections were merged. The data collection and refinement parameters are given in Table 1 , and a view of the molecular structure is shown in Fig. 1 .
The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS97 [20] , which revealed the positions of most non-hydrogen atoms. All remaining non-hydrogen atoms were located in a subsequent difference Fourier map. The asymmetric unit contains one molecule of the tetranuclear complex, two benzene molecules and one site for a water molecule that is only partially occupied. Refinement of the site occupation factor for the water O-atom yielded a value of 0.38(3).
The non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. Except for the H-atoms of the water molecule, which were not included in the model, all of the H-atoms were placed in geometrically calculated positions and refined using a riding model where each H-atom was assigned a fixed isotropic displacement parameter with a value equal to 1.2U eq of its parent atom. (Fig. 2) . In both the cases, the carboxylate group of each ligand bridges two tin atoms in the tetrameric ring assemblies giving rise to macrocyclic molecules containing 16 (4) b (Å) 25.5778 (6) c (Å) 23.0705 (5) C ( 
